The Gospel of John     Chapter 19

(John 20:30, 31)

· Intro: This chapter starts with the presentation of a beaten, scourged, humiliated, and suffering Saviour. We will go through the crucifixion, to the tomb. Everything between these two events only allow us to see the great love of God. This is John 3:16. 
Key Verse(s) – John 19:30
Verse 1 - Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged him.
· We left chapter 18 and Pilate releasing the wanted prisoner Barabbas instead of Jesus. A robber was wanted released instead of a Man who fed the hungry, healed the sick, and preached a message of an eternal kingdom. 
· Pilate decided that Jesus Christ needed to be scourged, which means Jesus was thoroughly whipped, lashed and beaten mercilessly before carrying His cross. Mark 15:15 Pilate is as frustrated as anything because though he may believe Jesus to be an innocent Man his motives are not pure either. He simply appeases the crowd. A spineless ruler!
Verse 2 - And the soldiers platted a crown of thorns, and put it on his head, and they put on him a purple robe,
· Matt.27:26-30. What do we expect from godless individuals? They wanted to have some fun. Maybe they hadn’t been home to Italy for many years as they fulfilled their course in the Roman legion. They laughed and made fun of this humble Man. They weaved together a crown to place on His head. A crown of humiliation not a crown like the one He may have worn in heaven as King of kings. It was hard pointed sticks pushed down on His beautiful not disfigured brow. The soldiers also put a purple robe on Him and proceeded to mock and scorn Him. “Hail King of the Jews!” They beat Him about the head with a reed they had put in His hand. They spit on Him as they bowed before Him railing on Him and calling Him king. So much thought and time put in to being so vicious towards the Lord. Jer.17:9
· Know that there will be a day when every knee will bow in complete utter submission and acknowledgment that this One is Jesus Christ Who is King of kings and Lord of lords. The Father will be glorified again as He is at Jesus’ humiliation. 
Verse 3 - And said, Hail, King of the Jews! and they smote him with their hands.
· Such humiliation! Let us not forget the slapping and punching with the hands of soldiers. Men who are trained and strong men of war. Beating Him without holding back. 

Verse 4 - Pilate therefore went forth again, and saith unto them, Behold, I bring him forth to you, that ye may know that I find no fault in him.
· Pilate parades Jesus back before the Jews and states the obvious, “…I find no fault in him.” No one could, and no one ever will! Jesus is faultless! Pilate, I put forth to you, really believes that, and is trying to get out from under this whole situation he finds himself in.  Take note of Matt.27:19  When he was set down on the judgment seat, his wife sent unto him, saying, Have thou nothing to do with that just man: for I have suffered many things this day in a dream because of him. Pilate even had his wife counselling him to let this innocent man go. She has been tormented in her thoughts about putting a man to death who is not guilty. Sounds like she had trouble sleeping! Pilate has his hands full and wants to wash away this whole mess. 
Verse 5 - Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of thorns, and the purple robe. And Pilate saith unto them, Behold the man! 

· Jesus is now brought out wearing His thorny crown in a purple robe; as Pilate proclaims in our words – Here He is “Take a good look”! What a sight to behold! A Man thoroughly abused and humiliated standing before a hostile crowd whom He is willingly going to the cross for. Phil.2:5-8
Verse 6 - When the chief priests therefore and officers saw him, they cried out, saying, Crucify him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, Take ye him, and crucify him: for I find no fault in him.
· Imagine yourself there in that crowd as the chief priests and officers move about sowing their hate for Jesus and spreading the word to crucify the Son of God. 1John 3:15The hate of one human being for another. Matt.27:24. No valid evidence of anything Jesus has done wrong, yet here He is condemned to be crucified. Pilate’s last word here to the crowd is essentially; kill Him but I find nothing He has done wrong. What a lack of backbone! Pilate had asked “What is truth?” Pilate is condemning a Man to die without one shred of truth. Before Pilate stood the King of kings and Lord of lords, the Truth! John 14:6
Verse 7 - The Jews answered him, We have a law, and by our law he ought to die, because he made himself the Son of God.  
· Now after coming with their false witnesses and lies these religious Jews say they must follow the Law. By their Law Jesus ought to die. To them Jesus had blasphemed making Himself the Son of God. Leviticus 24:16 Matt.26:63-65. 
· This though was not the charge against Jesus when brought before Pilate as that charge was sedition (rebellion against a nation or government). Luke 23:2 This was the charge they hoped to condemn Jesus to death but Pilate said he found no fault. What a situation the Jews find themselves in; and Pilate. 
Verse 8 - When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he was the more afraid;
· Pilate just can’t absolve himself of this matter and it really brings a fright to him. He really believes this Man to be innocent and really had no reason to condemn Him. Now this new charge revealed another level supposed guilt. 
Verse 9 - And went again into the judgment hall, and saith unto Jesus, Whence art thou? But Jesus gave him no answer.
· Pilate knew where Jesus hailed from, Galilee. Pilate was asking in hopes Jesus would affirm His Deity right there on the spot. Jesus says not a word. Jesus had already informed Pilate of Who He was and what His intentions were in chapter 18:36,37. Jesus also fulfilled prophecy when He opened not His mouth. Is.53:7
· Pilate knew and believed Jesus to be innocent but had no backbone to carry it out. Jesus would not make it any easier for this spineless governor. 
Verse 10 - Then saith Pilate unto him, Speakest thou not unto me? knowest thou not that I have power to crucify thee, and have power to release thee?
· Pilate being a prideful man is certainly not used to this treatment. Pilate believes his power to condemn or release Jesus should illicit a response. Jesus is not moved by such arrogance but gives an answer Pilate certainly was not expecting. Jesus’ life was not in Pilate’s hands but the Father’s. 
Verse 11 - Jesus answered, Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given thee from above: therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath the greater sin.
· Jesus reminds Pilate where his authority came from. At least that he derived not of his own power. All great men and their power comes from God Who is Sovereign over the affairs of this world. It is hard for prideful people to accept that all they are comes from God. We as Christians must never forget the God Who is able to cast both soul and body in hell forever. He the Lord is to be feared and obeyed. 
· Pilate is told that there are those men that have the greater sin. Maybe Jesus was specifically speaking about Judas as the verse gives a singular “he that delivered” Jesus had the greater sin. Nevertheless many were involved and caught up in Jesus arrest, accusations, and beatings. We are all guilty before God – Rom.3:23
Verse 12 - And from thenceforth Pilate sought to release him: but the Jews cried out, saying, If thou let this man go, thou art not Caesar's friend: whosoever maketh himself a king speaketh against Caesar.
· Pilate is swallowing hard and desperately wants to release Jesus and get out from under this situation he finds himself in. He can’t find a corner to hide in! The Jews are making it harder and harder for Pilate to squirm out. He is a snake like all the rest and guided by Satan himself. Pilate hears the cries that he would not be Caesar’s friend if he lets Jesus go. Caesar is king and Pilate should know that and do away with this Man before him. That is the situation that Pilate is in. Pilate does not want to be seen as speaking against Caesar. His own life would be on the line. 
Verse 13 - When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesus forth, and sat down in the judgment seat in a place that is called the Pavement, but in the Hebrew, Gabbatha.
· Pilate now has Jesus brought in to a place called the Pavement. A raised elaborate place with beautiful stones for the floor. This is the place where all could see and hear of what Pilate would do or not do. This was to be his judgment for Jesus; so he brings Him into and before his judgment seat. Possibly Pilate needed to sit down before his knees buckled. Be reminded Christian there are judgments ahead for all; saved and unsaved. The Great White throne judgment for the unsaved and the Judgment Seat of Christ for His servants. God judged His own Son for us. Amen!
Verse 14 - And it was the preparation of the passover, and about the sixth hour: and he saith unto the Jews, Behold your King!  
· This was the time to prepare for the Passover feast and upcoming days of Unleavened Bread. John says it is about the sixth hour. In Jewish time that would be close to 12 noon. Remember John says about the sixth hour; he is not precise. In fact in Mark 15:25 says “And it was the third hour, and they crucified him.” Mark says it “was” the third hour not about the third hour. So, what do we do with this seeming contradiction? Just as has been said that one writer is exact and the other approximating the time. This is why we love our Bible; because of its honesty. If the two writers wanted to impose on the world something that never happened they would have conspired together. But, we see two independent witnesses making their honest writing of what happened. God allowed for this open and honest witness. The third hour was to begin at 9:00am but the expression was also used to include the time after 9:00am in the morning. So really the writers are both referring to a time between 9:00 and noon; but the more exact is the third hour or 9:00am.
· So goes forth the exclamation “Behold your King” He was not in all His splendour and glory but He was no less a King. The King of kings. Why Pilate would cry out such a thing to the unbelieving crowd is not known but maybe as a rebuke to them for the way they have manipulated him into this decision and judgment he didn’t want to make.
Verse 15 - But they cried out, Away with him, away with him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, Shall I crucify your King? The chief priests answered, We have no king but Caesar.
· The crowd urged on by the religious chiefs said take Him and crucify Him. Pilate with another plea “Shall I crucify your King?” Then, comes the word back of the hypocrites and cowards before him “We have no king but Caesar.” Sell out! Cowards and blood thirsty. Be careful you don’t make your bed with the dogs because you will wake up with fleas. The Jews hated the Romans and their occupation of their land but now they hate Jesus more. The Innocent is about to die for the guilty! 
Verse 16 - Then delivered he him therefore unto them to be crucified. And they took Jesus, and led him away.
· Pilate gives Jesus over to the people to be crucified. He is led as a Lamb to the slaughter. Isaiah 53:7,8 Prophecy fulfilled!
Verse 17 - And he bearing his cross went forth into a place called the place of a skull, which is called in the Hebrew Golgotha:

· Outside the city went the crowd leading Jesus to a place called the Skull or in the Hebrew Golgotha. They made their way outside the city walls as Hebrews reminds us. Heb.13:11-13 Such a reproach is brought upon the Son of God – Phil.2:7,8 
· Jesus by this time of being scourged, beaten and thoroughly abused in every way is still bearing His cross as the crowd follows in disbelief and mocking. 
Verse 18 - Where they crucified him, and two other with him, on either side one, and Jesus in the midst.
· There in that place Jesus is stretched out on the tree. He is prepared to bear our sin. 2Cor.5:21 tells us He will become SIN for us Who knew no sin. He is nailed to the cross. There are also two other men crucified with Jesus one on either side of Him. Mark 15:27 And with him they crucify two thieves; the one on his right hand, and the other on his left. There He is hanging between two thieves. The Lamb of God bearing the sin of the world; the very sin these two men were being crucified for. Jesus is bearing their sin and ours. 
Verse 19 - And Pilate wrote a title, and put it on the cross. And the writing was, JESUS OF NAZARETH THE KING OF THE JEWS.

· Pilate would not be stopped. He would put the title that Jesus was the King of the Jews for all to see and read. 
Verse 20 - This title then read many of the Jews: for the place where Jesus was crucified was nigh to the city: and it was written in Hebrew, and Greek, and Latin.

· So, everyone, especially the Jews read the title that Pilate posted on His cross. The title was written in Hebrew, Greek and Latin. Hebrew the language of the country, Greek the language of the Roman world, and Latin the official or chief high language of the world. Anyone from anywhere could know what was written above the cross of Jesus. 
Verse 21 - Then said the chief priests of the Jews to Pilate, Write not, The King of the Jews; but that he said, I am King of the Jews.
· The chief priests, even as Jesus hangs dying on a cross can’t part with their claim to power. Write that He claimed to be King not that He was King of the Jews. What a bunch of heartless power hungry sinful religious zealots. 
Verse 22 - Pilate answered, What I have written I have written.
· Finally the spineless Pilate finds a backbone and will not bend to the charge of the chief priests. No change in what I have had written above His cross. 
Verse 23 - Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took his garments, and made four parts, to every soldier a part; and also his coat: now the coat was without seam, woven from the top throughout.
· It is common knowledge that most men wore a coat and a cloak or throw over garment. So says the scripture Matt.5:40. The soldiers (probably four) seeing they made four parts are dividing up Jesus garments. Seriously think of what they are trying to get their hands on; bloody shredded pieces of cloth. Jesus coat was without any seams in it. Just holes for His head and arms to go through. A seamless robe that the suffering servant wore as He ministered to so many people. 
Verse 24 - They said therefore among themselves, Let us not rend it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be: that the scripture might be fulfilled, which saith, They parted my raiment among them, and for my vesture they did cast lots. These things therefore the soldiers did.
· The soldiers not wanting to tear the garment in pieces cast lots. Here the casting of lots was gambling to see who would get the garment. The lots were just stones or coins (like rolling dice) used to make decisions and specifically used when they were dividing the land under Joshua.  All of this was a fulfilment of the scriptures. Ps.22:18
Verse 25 - Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene.
· Three Marys standing there at the cross. What a scene before their eyes; and especially for one and that was the mother of Jesus. Watching her Son die before her eyes a most agonizing death. What must have gone through her heart? The other Marys are the wife of Cleophas which was the man who walked on the road to Emmaus in Luke 24. The other Mary was Mary Magdalene was an inhabitant of Magdala out of whom went seven devils. Luke 8:2 
Verse 26 - When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son!
· Imagine looking down from the cross through eyes and face battered and blood soaked, suffering and excruciating death, and He sees John His disciple standing with His mother. Knowing what was coming for His followers and even possibly His family, Jesus looks down and tells His mother treat and care for John just like you treated and cared for Me. 
· Now, I see Jesus, beginning to pull away these earthly ties as He calls His mother “woman”. This was not a term of disrespect or dishonour to His mother but possibly He saw the pain and hurt she was experiencing there at the foot of the cross; so He does not remind her again that she was His mother. She has been given a work to do which is to look after the writer of this gospel, John. Jesus may have also may have been gently reminding Mary who He is. He used the same title in John 2:4.
Verse 27 - Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from that hour that disciple took her unto his own home.
· We are led to believe that when Jesus entrusts the care of His mother to John the apostle that her husband Joseph is dead. Jesus on the cross was again showing His gentleness, goodness, and love. John is given the commission to care for His mother; as evidently Jesus believed him to be the best man for the job. They went home together and she was looked after as she was John’s own mother. We are not told when Mary died but more than likely before the apostle. We know John was called the Aged and was writing Revelation, on the isle of Patmos, somewhere around 90-95AD, 60 years after this event. 
Verse 28 - After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst.
· Jesus is nearing His death on the cross for the payment of sins, and so He cries out “I thirst”. Ps.69:21 Jesus has lost a great amount of blood from the scourging, and now on the cross, it brings about a huge thirst. The loss of blood means great quantities of liquid have left His system and He is extremely thirsty. So thirsty that He cries out exclaiming His dilemma but what is offered will never quench this thirst. 
Verse 29 - Now there was set a vessel full of vinegar: and they filled a spunge with vinegar, and put it upon hyssop, and put it to his mouth.
· A vinegar or cider liquid is soaked onto a sponge and then squeezed out onto some hyssop raised on a stick to the mouth of Jesus. Did He drink it? They put it to His mouth the Bible says and it may have wet His mouth but this thirst was way past just putting some vinegar to His mouth. I include other accounts – Matt.27:34; Mark 15:23; Luke 23:36
Verse 30 - When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.
· Jesus did receive the vinegar and as was previously mentioned this did nothing to quench His thirst. Jesus was giving His life there on that cross. At the very moment He cried “I thirst” Jesus was suffering as payment for our sins. The next words out of His mouth were “It is finished”. Jesus then gave up the ghost or His spirit. Jesus relinquished His life for us. And, remember the fact that He was on that cross to begin with was sin; not His but ours. What was finished was the payment for sin. All that was needed for us to now go to heaven and be accepted by the Lord was to believe in what Jesus had accomplished on that cross. 
· This was the greatest declaration to reach the hearts and souls of all men. Heaven’s gates were opened wide because Jesus paid our sin debt. 
Verse 31 - The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that the bodies should not remain upon the cross on the sabbath day, (for that sabbath day was an high day,) besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away.

· The body of Jesus could not remain on the cross over night so the Jews sought to break the legs of Jesus so He could not support Himself or push up to draw a breath; so as to hasten death. Deut.21:22,23 This Sabbath wasn’t the normal Sabbath Friday evening but this Sabbath was a high day. The first day of unleavened bread, was not an ordinary Sabbath. The beginning of the Feast of Unleavened Bread was a high Sabbath. Ex.12:16
· Imagine if you would, trying to draw a breath by pushing up with your legs and now having them broken so that is no longer possible. The painful death of a crucifixion may have made this brutal exercise a blessing. 
Verse 32 - Then came the soldiers, and brake the legs of the first, and of the other which was crucified with him.
· The legs of the two thieves are broken. Now, we can conclude from scripture that one of those thieves went to hell and one to Heaven. Luke 23:39-43
Verse 33 - But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not his legs:
· The soldiers had passed by Jesus once to break the legs of the other thief (which hung on either side of Him). Now it is time they thought to end His life but what they found was that Jesus was already dead. Ps.34:20 Scripture fulfilled! He gave His life no one took it from Him. John 10:17,18  Jesus (as we account in the other gospels) has cried out to His Father. Luke 23:46 Jesus gave up His own soul and spirit to God His Father. 
Verse 34 -But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood and water.  
· Zech.12:10 Scripture fulfilled! Jesus fulfilled dozens of prophecies on the cross and around 300 all together with some till to come. Do we doubt for one second our Bible. It is also interesting to note that the Person of Jesus fulfilled 33 prophecies + 300 more in his lifetime. Noted by Josh McDowell. The chances of that happening are like 2 to the power of 76 million.
· Think for a moment as this well trained soldier ordered to watch these condemned men makes sure that Jesus is dead. He has been providentially kept from breaking the legs of this spotless Lamb but he will make sure with his spear. Think about the fact that Jesus is hanging there a few feet possibly above the head of this soldier. Now, for the spear to find its target the heart; the soldier has but to thrust in an upward motion and with great force as trained to do. Out flows the blood and water. The simple fact is, is that the spear found its target and pierce the pericardium,sac which holds a thick fluid around the heart. Out flows the blood and this protective fluid so as to fulfil the prophecy. 
Verse 35 - And he that saw it bare record, and his record is true: and he knoweth that he saith true, that ye might believe.
· John saw it himself. He was accustomed to speak of himself in the third person. His record is true - His testimony is true. Such was the known character of this writer, and his regard for truth that he could appeal to all with full assurance could put confidence in him. He often appeals to the fact that his testimony was known to be true. It would be well if all Christians had such a character that their word would be assuredly believed. Amen!

· Why speak and be known for such truth telling? That others might believe the gospel we preach. The last thing that is needed is a liar for a preacher. Also, John says “…he knoweth that he saith true…” John believed in what he preached, so, every one of us as born again believers must truly believe the gospel we preach. We don’t have to be perfect speakers, but we should believe the gospel we preach can save.
Verse 36 - For these things were done, that the scripture should be fulfilled, A bone of him shall not be broken.
· Scripture is fulfilled. Exodus 12:46 Everything is going as planned in the mighty counsel of the Godhead. This is God’s plan not man’s. 
Verse 37 - And again another scripture saith, They shall look on him whom they pierced.
· Zech.12:10 All these things happened without any such part of the men involved, but whatever was done by the Jews or Gentiles was the fulfilment of prophecies with which the Jews themselves should have known. Little did they suppose, when delivering him to Pilate when he was mocked when they parted his garments when they pierced him - that they were fulfilling ancient prophecies. But, this was the way God planned it that the firmest foundation should be laid for the belief that he was the true Messiah. The workings of all these unbelievers should not in any way take away from the fact that this was God’s plan to send His Son. 

Verse 38 - And after this Joseph of Arimathaea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, besought Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus: and Pilate gave him leave. He came therefore, and took the body of Jesus.
· Also Matt.27:57-61; Mark 15:43  This man Joseph was a believer in Jesus Christ but never revealed that fact for fear of the Jews. His position and power would have been denied had anyone found out. It seems he has overcome his fear now and is overtly asking for the body of his dead Lord. There appears to be less care for his own life than the lifeless body of Jesus. Joseph is not alone in his belief of Jesus Christ. Pilate gives him leave to do what he wishes with it. 
Verse 39 - And there came also Nicodemus, which at the first came to Jesus by night, and brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about an hundred pound weight.  
· Remember Nicodemus’ encounter with Jesus in John 3:1-7.  Now imagine the smells and odours that came along with Nicodemus. He was preparing a bed of spices for the body to lie on. 2Chron.16:13,14 Here are two believers being bold in their desire to honour their Lord and bury Him. 
Verse 40 - Then took they the body of Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes with the spices, as the manner of the Jews is to bury.
· As the custom was they took Jesus’ body and wound it up in linen. The mixed and pulverized myrrh and aloes shaken into the folds. Jesus was dead! No doubt about it and that makes His resurrection that much more wonderful. Even if one could think Jesus still alive,  could anyone have laid there wrapped for the period during which He was in the grave, and life still remained? Impossible. When, therefore, He walked forth from the tomb, we can say with the most absolute certainty, “Now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the first-fruits of them that slept” 1Cor.15:20   No wonder that His followers were prepared to die for the name of the Lord Jesus. No mention of the body’s anointing, no doubt it was a hurried burial because it was closing in on the Sabbath. The women seem to have set this as their task “as soon as the sabbath should be past” Mark 16:1. 
Verse 41 - Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden; and in the garden a new sepulchre, wherein was never man yet laid.
· Jesus is placed in a new tomb where no one else was ever laid. Very near to where He was crucified and a garden was there. The Bible tells us that this tomb was a rich man’s sepulchre named Joseph. Matt.27:59,60 This tomb was hewn out of the rock by Joseph himself and must have thought it a great honour to have his Lord buried there. Jesus would only borrow the tomb for 72 hours and never need it again! 
Verse 42 - There laid they Jesus therefore because of the Jews' preparation day; for the sepulchre was nigh at hand.
· This tomb was very close to where Jesus was crucified and also the preparation day was at hand. High Day Sabbath / Passover Sabbath Mark 15:42 Remember the Feast of Unleavened Bread was for the next eight days. So, we would believe this to be Wednesday just before 6:00pm before the beginning of the first night Jesus spends in the tomb. Thursday was the beginning of the Feast of Unleavened and so Thursday was a Sabbath or high day. Friday was day number two. Friday was day number two so the women bought spices and prepared them that day because the weekly Sabbath was coming and they could do nothing that day. So comes Saturday (day three and night three). Jesus arose early Sunday. 
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