The Gospel of John     Chapter 18

(John 20:30, 31)

· Intro: Jesus is betrayed by Judas into the hands of the Pharisees. He is brought before Annas, Caiaphas and then before Pilate. Peter denies the Lord three times; and the people choose Barabbas to be released over Jesus. The cry is…”Crucify Him”
Key Verse(s) – John 18:11,36,37
Verse 1 - When Jesus had spoken these words, he went forth with his disciples over the brook Cedron, where was a garden, into the which he entered, and his disciples.
· So, all the teaching and encouragement by Jesus Christ is given in the upper room and on the way (in the night) to the Garden of Gethsemane. Now they have crossed over the little brook Cedron and Jesus brings them to a place He was very familiar with and wanted to go. 
Verse 2 - And Judas also, which betrayed him, knew the place: for Jesus ofttimes resorted thither with his disciples. 

· Jesus went often to this place and probably spent hours upon hours in prayer. Here is where He slept many a night. Remember Jesus had no home or place to lay His head. Luke 9:38; 21:37  Judas His betrayer knew the place very well as Jesus would teach and pray for him and the other disciples. 
· We as Christians should have a place we go to pray and seek God. A place so used and known that even those close to us would know that is our place of solitude and prayer. The disciples knew this was the place Jesus would go to pray, rest, and sleep.
Verse 3 - Judas then, having received a band of men and officers from the chief priests and Pharisees, cometh thither with lanterns and torches and weapons. 

· Judas now has embraced his band of men armed to take Jesus by force if necessary. They come with their torches and lanterns as it is in the very early morning hours there in the Garden of Gethsemane. Matt.26:47 Certainly they were prepared to do whatever it took to bring Jesus back for trial. Did they expect a fight? The lowly Shepherd was well aware of what was ahead and fully prepared to do the Father’s will. They still came with staves (Matthew tells us) a multitude, a small army for one Man. 
· Note: John doesn’t include the praying and agonizing of Jesus (Luke 22:39-46) about what was to come. For whatever reason that account is fully given to us in the other gospels. 
Verse 4 - Jesus therefore, knowing all things that should come upon him, went forth, and said unto them, Whom seek ye?

· Jesus is ready to be offered. They will not have to use force. He comes forward to them and confronts them with the question “Whom seek ye?”  Making them have to state exactly why they have come and also protecting His disciples from being falsely grabbed and hurt. 
· I would make not also that Jesus is fully prepared to do what He has been sent to do. What a great example we have to follow. Stay the course. His obedience is only overshadowed or enhanced by His prayer life. He knows the Father’s will and is obedient to it. Jesus is strengthened by His closeness to the Father and so should we. We have been asked to carry our cross and deny our ambitions and ways to do His will. That will become much easier to do when we are so close to our Father and resigned to do His will. 
Verse 5 - They answered him, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith unto them, I am he. And Judas also, which betrayed him, stood with them.

· There they are all crowded around this small band of Jesus and His disciples. Jesus responds to their request to see Jesus of Nazareth. The town of Nazareth is where Jesus grew up. He says “I am he” The account says Judas was there in the midst of this band of soldiers. Surely to make identification of the Son of God. 
Verse 6 - As soon then as he had said unto them, I am he, they went backward, and fell to the ground.

· Jesus has responded and told them Who He was, and a display of power is shown by His spoken word. The entire group of soldiers are thrown back to the ground.  I am sure some thought what could possibly have happened. God has spoken that is what has happened. Acts 4:12; Rom.10:9; Phil.2:9-11 There is coming a day when Jesus Christ will come back to earth on a milk white horse and destroy the armies of the anti-christ at the end of the tribulation. Rev.19:11-21 Our Bible is a Book of power; the power of the written word of God! Thus saith the Lord! Heb.4:12
Verse 7 - Then asked he them again, Whom seek ye? And they said, Jesus of Nazareth.
· Can you see the scene? Men are picking themselves up off the ground and dusting themselves off as Jesus asks again “Whom seek ye?”  The response is the same by this band of marauders, that they were looking for Jesus of Nazareth.
Verse 8 - Jesus answered, I have told you that I am he: if therefore ye seek me, let these go their way:
· Jesus lets them know that the question already has been answered so let the disciples go their way. Jesus knows this road can only be walked by Him and He will do it alone. There are times in our lives when it is just us and God. The moment the disciples are free to go; they go! Except for one. Simon Peter we know stayed a bit longer. 
Verse 9 -That the saying might be fulfilled, which he spake, Of them which thou gavest me have I lost none.
· Another saying is fulfilled in just a short time. Remember 17:12  Jesus never did and never will lose any of His own! Once saved always saved! We are saved AND safe!
Verse 10 - Then Simon Peter having a sword drew it, and smote the high priest's servant, and cut off his right ear. The servant's name was Malchus.
· At times we all should be a Simon Peter and at other times, maybe not. Peter wants to defend Jesus at that moment. We should always be prepared to defend the faith with the sword of the Spirit. 1Peter 3:15; Jude 3  Peter got out of the boat and walked on water, and saw Jesus on the Mt. of Transfiguration. But, Peter also denied the Lord three times. Peter is impetuous but loves His Jesus!
· Off goes the ear of this servant who was a little too close to the wrong person. He must have ducked just in time or he would have lost his head. Nevertheless an ear being severed can’t be very nice. Jesus does reattach the ear. Luke 22:51
Verse 11 - Then said Jesus unto Peter, Put up thy sword into the sheath: the cup which my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it?
· Primary focus of Jesus Christ all the time and in every situation was doing the will of God. That was the cup He was to drink. Now was not the time to resort to the sword. Matt.26:51,52 Jesus could have very easily have rescued Himself and the disciples if that was God’s will. Matt.26:53 Twelve legions of angels, which could be up to 60,000 angels could have been called to bring the whole affair to screeching halt. (One angel killed 185,000 men in 2Kings 19:35.) That was not the will of God. 
· The life of Christ lived up to this point was lived to glorify the Father, whether in good times or bad times. At this point in His life Jesus reminds His disciples that the cup of the Father’s will for me is my course to finish. We all have a course to finish. Acts 20:24 How we finish is completely up to us. By our way or His way. 
Verse 12 - Then the band and the captain and officers of the Jews took Jesus, and bound him,
· Jesus is bound and taken away by this band of armed men. As if Jesus needed to bound to go with them. Did He not say He was ‘bound’ to do the will of God? That no one would take His life but He would give His life freely. He was going to pay the cost that we might go free. 
Verse 13 - And led him away to Annas first; for he was father in law to Caiaphas, which was the high priest that same year.
· Annas the father-in-law to Caiaphas the high priest was a man of some authority Luke 3:2 and distinction for sure. Why Jesus is led to his house first I am not quite sure except to say that possibly the band wanted some influence and help from him. Remember that Caiaphas was that high priest that prophesied one should die for the whole nation. 
Verse 14 - Now Caiaphas was he, which gave counsel to the Jews, that it was expedient that one man should die for the people. 
· John 11:49 He gave counsel before and they were probably looking for counsel again. We have Jesus, now what do we do? He was arrested unlawfully. 
Verse 15 - And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple: that disciple was known unto the high priest, and went in with Jesus into the palace of the high priest.
· This is typical Simon Peter isn’t it? We wouldn’t expect anything less. Peter would throw himself into a situation whether it be cutting off an ear or getting out of the boat and walking on water. So, Simon Peter follows behind and we are told that another disciple also follows behind the crowd. Just who that disciple is, is not made clear but we could say it was John as he refers to himself as the one who leaned on Jesus breast. I simply believe because of his self-professed closeness to Jesus that it is the writer of this gospel who was that disciple following with Peter. 
· Their destination is the palace of the high priest. This other disciple enters into the palace and it seems he feels very comfortable doing that where Peter stays outside the doorway. 
Verse 16 - But Peter stood at the door without. Then went out that other disciple, which was known unto the high priest, and spake unto her that kept the door, and brought in Peter.
· Again the other disciple we believe to be John, (known by the high priest) goes back out and speaks to the woman at the door to bring Peter in with him. Now both disciples are in the palace area together with Jesus. 
Verse 17 - Then saith the damsel that kept the door unto Peter, Art not thou also one of this man's disciples? He saith, I am not.
· It seems the girl keeping the door refers to Peter as another disciple of Jesus. So, we might conclude that she believes Peter to be a disciple of this Jesus as the other (unnamed) disciple was who was in the palace area. 

· The phrase that catches our attention both in this gospel and others is that Peter denies that he is a follower of Jesus Christ. Why? Peter had just defended the Lord against possibly dozens of people come to take Jesus. What goes through Peter’s mind and heart at this time we can only speculate.  Peter simply at this time would not align himself with his Lord. Maybe Peter had just had a moment where he lacked courage or the boldness to stand up as a disciple of Jesus Christ. I do know this that we cannot judge Peter or anyone else. I would not like to be judged on any of the times I may have denied my Lord through my words and actions or lack of. It is also very possible Peter saw the end of all this; meaning it finally dawned on him everything Jesus had said about His death, burial, and resurrection as now eminent. Peter just wasn’t ready to follow through in what Jesus had spent His whole life knowing sand preparing for by doing God’s will.  Are you a disciple of Jesus Christ? Are you a true follower of Christ? What would you have done?
Verse 18 - And the servants and officers stood there, who had made a fire of coals; for it was cold: and they warmed themselves: and Peter stood with them, and warmed himself.
· So, removed from the main area where Jesus was, Peter begins to warm himself by a fire of coals, with the same people responsible for Jesus’ arrest. There they sit trying to keep warm and follow the events going on just a short distance away. It is interesting to note that Peter and possibly the one whose ear he had cut off were sitting there together.  
Verse 19 - The high priest then asked Jesus of his disciples, and of his doctrine.
· Now the long night begins in earnest. The high priest Caiaphas asks Jesus about His followers like Peter, John… and about the teachings of Jesus. One point of the question would certainly have taken much longer to explain. If Jesus wanted to tell it all He could have word for word. 

· Jesus knows the hearts of men. Caiaphas may have been trying to ascertain the number and power of Christ’ following. What kind of threat they posed to the authorities at hand. 

Verse 20 - Jesus answered him, I spake openly to the world; I ever taught in the synagogue, and in the temple, whither the Jews always resort; and in secret have I said nothing.
· Jesus instructs this unbeliever that He has spoken openly to the world. Nothing withheld or done secretly. In fact Jesus taught in the synagogues and in the Temple itself. All who came to the Temple and synagogue heard. He spoke openly, hiding nothing to those who would hear by faith. Faith is the key. Those who truly wanted to know and follow after the truth would only have to believe in Jesus Christ as the Messiah. We speak openly (or at least I hope you are) and many times there is zero response. Hard, dark hearts – 2Cor.4:3,4
· Imagine as a believer today being able to sit under the teaching of Jesus Christ! Well, we do every time we open our Bibles. We can know the truth and the truth will make us free. Saved and sanctified through obedience, continuing in His word.
Verse 21 - Why askest thou me? ask them which heard me, what I have said unto them: behold, they know what I said.
· Why are you asking Me Jesus says? Ask the ones that have brought me here. Let them tell you what I have said and what they have heard. Jesus’ concern is not what they may do to Him but righteousness. It is as if Caiaphas wants Jesus to incriminate Himself though He could not. Justice would be that His accusers should bring the charges. Jesus reminds the high priest that His accusers have their own story to tell. Ask them and let them tell what they have heard. Jesus also tells him that “they know what I said” which seems to mean if they tell the truth then it would be what Jesus would tell him.
· Note: If we are telling people Bible truth contrary to their beliefs that will keep the debate between them and God. False teaching is corrected with Truth.
Verse 22 -And when he had thus spoken, one of the officers which stood by struck Jesus with the palm of his hand, saying, Answerest thou the high priest so?
· One of the lesser officers at this kangaroo court delivered a blow to the head of Jesus. I presume the head as it says with the palm of his hand; like a slap in the face. He doesn’t realize Who he has slapped! His reason was that you shouldn’t respond to the high priest in such a manner. He is in for a rebuke from Jesus.
Verse 23 - Jesus answered him, If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil: but if well, why smitest thou me?

· Jesus tells the crowd before Him that if He had done or said something against the law or evil tell me what that was. This man felt justified - Ex. 22:28 Basically He was asking the officer why he had slapped Him. Jesus had every right in the court to His own rights and had done nothing wrong or amiss. I believe Jesus also offered the other cheek. 
Verse 24 - Now Annas had sent him bound unto Caiaphas the high priest.

· We are told that it was Annas Vs.13 that had sent Jesus to Caiaphas so this was Jesus’ second trial in a sense. Take note Jesus is bound like a criminal.
Verse 25 - And Simon Peter stood and warmed himself. They said therefore unto him, Art not thou also one of his disciples? He denied it, and said, I am not.

· Must have been a chilly night as Peter warms himself by a fire just outside the palace area. Those around the fire noticed Peter and saw him as a disciple of Jesus. They asked him point blank “Art not thou also one of his disciples?”  Peter denies (This is the second denial) that he is a follower of Jesus Christ. What a scoundrel right? Let us remember to always be careful to judge too quickly. What would we have done or said in this situation? Jesus is bound and seen as guilty of sedition, false teaching, a threat and going to pay for it. So, let us align ourselves with Him. We may have done the same thing Peter did; remove ourselves from any relationship with Jesus. 
Verse 26 - One of the servants of the high priest, being his kinsman whose ear Peter cut off, saith, Did not I see thee in the garden with him?

· One of the servants (which happened to be a relative of some sort to the one whose ear was cut off by Peter) remembered seeing Peter in the garden. Peter is caught in his lie and denial. 
Verse 27 - Peter then denied again: and immediately the cock crew.

· Peter denied the Lord three times and then the cock crowed. Apparently John does not record one of Peter’s denials as we have recorded for us in Matt.26:69-75 Peter is now angry, cursing and swearing because of his denial of Christ. Peter was broken, humbled and wept bitterly. My how things changed from the garden to the palace. Also, remember how Peter testified he would die with Jesus if need be. 
Verse 28 - Then led they Jesus from Caiaphas unto the hall of judgment: and it was early; and they themselves went not into the judgment hall, lest they should be defiled; but that they might eat the passover.  

· John the writer does not tell us all that went on before Caiaphas but tells us Jesus is led away to the hall of judgment where he is confronted by Pilate. Mark 14:53-65; “…and it was early…” Matt.27:1,2 Morning is come so we must conclude it is sometime after 6:00AM for this is the beginning of the Jewish day. 
· Interesting that the Saviour of the world come to take our judgment, is now standing to be judged by man. Also, many of these same sinners would now avoid coming into the judgment hall so as to avoid any defilement and be able to eat the Passover.  
Verse 29 - Pilate then went out unto them, and said, What accusation bring ye against this man?

· Pilate was a Roman governor of Judea and served under Emperor Tiberius, and is best known from the account of the trial and crucifixion of Jesus. Pilate’s first response to Jesus before him is as we would say “What is the charge against this man?” Pilate thinks he is taking control of the situation but will soon find out how powerless and not in control he really is. God is in complete control of events.
Verse 30 - They answered and said unto him, If he were not a malefactor, we would not have delivered him up unto thee.

· The religious body assures Pilate that Jesus would not be presented as such in less He did something against the law. There is no trial needed we have made our assessment. He is guilty! Matt.26:66 Let’s just get on with it and kill Him is their real agenda. No need for Pilate to contemplate what has been done by Jesus; just pass sentence. This is pre-meditated murder! Just kill Him!
Verse 31 - Then said Pilate unto them, Take ye him, and judge him according to your law. The Jews therefore said unto him, It is not lawful for us to put any man to death:

· Pilate insists that the Sanhedrin and other religious zealots should take Jesus away and judge Him according to their law. Pilate doesn’t really know there was and will be no trial because this is all a subtle way to kill the Lord Jesus. They go on to say that cannot put any man to death. What about Stephen Acts 7? What about the woman caught in adultery chapter 8. To them everything was to be done in a tumultuous way. To actually have a fair trial with accusers and proper evidence was not their way. Kill Jesus in the heat of this whole affair and get it over with. When their right to put someone to death was taken away (if it truly was) may have been because of Roman occupation. 
Verse 32 - That the saying of Jesus might be fulfilled, which he spake, signifying what death he should die.

· Everything is going according to plan but it is not the plan of the Jews but the plan of God. This is the evil heart of the Jews being revealed in their unbelief. Matt.20:19; 26:4. None of what is taking place would have happened if the Jew plan had been carried out. This is the Sovereignty of God on display. This wasn’t to be a Jewish court but Jesus is handed over to the Gentiles just He said He would be. Jesus was not to be stoned like the Jews may have done to kill Him; but, He will be beaten, scourged and hung on a Roman cross. 
Verse 33 - Then Pilate entered into the judgment hall again, and called Jesus, and said unto him, Art thou the King of the Jews?

· Some more accusations are brought before Pilate not recorded here that brings Pilate back into the judgment hall for the second time. Luke 23:2-3. So, now comes the question from Pilate “…Art thou the King of the Jews?” Yes or no! Are you the king of the Jews as has been put forth? Jesus doesn’t say a lot in His defence but He does answer Pilate, but with another question. Jesus was the Master at this type response to make someone think about what they were saying and why. 
Verse 34 - Jesus answered him, Sayest thou this thing of thyself, or did others tell it thee of me?  

· Who really wants to know? Is Pilate concerned about Jesus claiming to be a political figure or a religious figure. What is your reasoning for asking? Do you really want to know or is this because of what others have put into your ears. 
Verse 35 - Pilate answered, Am I a Jew? Thine own nation and the chief priests have delivered thee unto me: what hast thou done?

· Pilate tells Jesus - How would I know exactly what to think? I am not a Jew! It is your people the Jews and their religious leaders who have delivered you to me. Tell me yourself “What have you done?” Pilate admits that it was from the accusation of others; but then he tells Jesus that the charge was worthy of attention. It had come from the very nation and people of Jesus, from his own countrymen, and from the highest authority among the people. So it demanded consideration, and Pilate besought him to tell him what he had done, that is, what had been in his conduct that had given occasion for this charge.
Verse 36 - Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence.

· Jesus reminds Pilate that he is a king but that Pilate and everyone else for the most part are not fully understanding of what He is claiming to be king of. His kingdom was not to be seen as coming now on this earth. There would be a kingdom in the future that Jesus Christ would rule and reign but now wasn’t the time. Jesus gives a reason that His kingdom was not now by the simple fact that the servants of His kingdom were not fighting to keep Him from this hour. 
Verse 37 - Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice.

· Again Pilate presses for an answer “…Art thou a king then?”  Jesus in a way is saying yes and that is exactly why I came into this world and to be a witness of my Father’s will for this world. I came to preach truth and give men a full understanding of the will of God My Father to them. There are those that have believed my words and there are many that have a heart of unbelief. If a man believes my words then he is believing in the truth. What an assurance and hope – 1John 3:18-22
Verse 38 - Pilate saith unto him, What is truth? And when he had said this, he went out again unto the Jews, and saith unto them, I find in him no fault at all.  

· Now the question of the age; “What is truth?”  Pilate in a way he didn’t even seem to want or expect an answer to asks and walks out to see the Jews again. Little did Pilate understand exactly Who he was speaking to. If Pilate truly wanted an answer he would have stuck around. Can you imagine if this conversation continued on and Pilate heard the Truth of the ages from the Truth of the ages? Here was the truth personified in a man Jesus Christ. Jesus Himself stated Who He was in John 14:6.
· Even Pilate must admit that he finds no fault in Jesus Christ. Who could? This was a fine assessment of the Son of God. Jesus Christ was faultless and sinless. Heb.7:26
Verse 39 - But ye have a custom, that I should release unto you one at the passover: will ye therefore that I release unto you the King of the Jews?

· Pilate offers a solution full well thinking Jesus would be released and he wouldn’t have to deal with this situation any longer. Matt.27:15-21. So here is his proclamation “Should I release the King of the Jews?” This must have pierced the heart of these unbelievers as Pilate refers to Jesus as such. Can you see them putting their fingers in their ears so they don’t have to hear. 
Verse 40 - Then cried they all again, saying, Not this man, but Barabbas. Now Barabbas was a robber.

· The chief priests and elders have gone through the mob and presented their choice to be released. Who else but a robber should be released instead of the Son of God. Who else would a bunch of robbers and murderers want released? Birds of a feather flock together. As we go into chapter 19 we will see Pilates response to this mob. 
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