The Book of 1 Peter – Chapter 1
(1 Peter 5:6,7)
The Author – Simon Peter the Apostle
Theme – Hope for the Christian in time of Trial
Date Written – 64- 67AD
Introduction: Peter was a fisherman and sometimes thought of as ignorant. He certainly was impetuous and struck out to do and say things on many occasions without thinking; but he certainly was not ignorant. Let us remember this above all things, and that is, that Peter spent 3 years with Jesus Christ. Peter will deal with doctrine and some very weighty subjects as election, foreknowledge, sanctification, obedience, and the blood of Christ. Peter learned patience in his walk with Jesus and thereafter. Peter also made it very clear that Jesus Christ is the Rock that the church is built upon. 1Pet.2:5,6  Peter wrote his letters at the time Nero was on the throne of Rome and persecuting Christians. Peter himself suffered martyrdom. John 21:18,19

I want to make sure all understand that I do not believe Peter ever made it to Rome. I believe he was just about everywhere but Rome. I don’t believe Paul would have gone to Rome if Peter was already there preaching the gospel. Paul made it clear he went into places the gospel was never preached before. I believe Paul founded the church in Rome. Peter lists the places he visited in the first verse of the epistle, which are in Asia Minor or present day Turkey. 
One last observation and that is about the theme of 1 Peter. Though some great doctrines are mentioned there is a great deal about the sufferings of Christ and the Christian. The word ‘suffering’ ‘suffer’ or ‘suffered’ is used some 16 times in this book and is always tied with hope! If we were attach a tag to some of the apostles we might call John the apostle of love, and Paul the apostle of faith and possibly Peter the apostle of hope. Finally I find teaching and preaching always comes across to the hearer or reader much stronger when the preacher is speaking from experience and personal knowledge. 1 Peter not only is inspired but Peter himself knows a bit about suffering and hope. 
Key Verse(s) – 1 Peter 1:22,23
Vs.1 – Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 
· Here we have the greeting of the writer to all who would read his letter. Not only who is writing the letter but to whom; and where they lived. Who is this Peter? He was an apostle by his calling and his own word. He is that fisherman called to follow Jesus Christ. Matt.4:18-20 The several names of Peter are Simon and also Cephas. Simon would be the Jewish name, Peter the Greek from Petros, and Cephas the Aramaic; which was a commonly spoken language at that time. I believe it to be a mixture of both Hebrew and Phoenician tongues. 
· The letter is written to the strangers scattered abroad. Sound familiar? James 1:1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad, greeting. So who are these strangers scattered throughout the lands? The Jewish Christians. Why are they scattered? Persecution! Also there were still those dispersed from years before of the captivity; though I believe in particular this refers to Jewish believers. Why else would people just up and leave their homes to wander or relocate in a foreign land. 
· Closing out this first verse we know that it was Paul who was the apostle to the Gentiles but Peter (known as the apostle to the Jews) seems to have preached to those people in some of the areas Paul was hindered from preaching in, such as Bithynia. See Acts 16:7 
· Vs. 2 - Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied. 
· Well nothing like diving into the deep waters of doctrine. Peter brings up many different very distinct teachings. Maybe a list would help…
1. The Elect – The elect here refers back to verse one. The strangers scattered abroad or Jewish believers and possibly all Jews still dispersed from the captivity. The word carries the idea of being chosen. The Jews were chosen to be a special people. Deut.7:6-8 Believers are chosen in Christ. Meaning that is God’s plan to all who will believe God chooses to be part of the elect.
2. Foreknowledge – God already knows the future. God is omnipotent and this universe is His. He makes the decisions regarding it and He is following His plan. People sometimes balk at the fact that God has a plan. Though they make their own plans and would think it odd if others didn’t have a plan. Illus: Would you board a flight to a destination where the pilot informed you ahead of time that he had no flight plan? God chooses because God knows all things even before they happen. He is the Creator and we are but creatures. God made a decision to save all who would believe in Christ. 
3. Sanctification – Those who believe on Jesus Christ for salvation have been convinced of their sinful state and lostness by the Holy Spirit of God. When a person trusts in Christ for salvation they are sanctified or set apart to that position by God the Holy Spirit. We must also remember that the Holy Spirit not only is responsible for the new birth but also begins and finishes that work in us to make us mature Christians. 
4. Obedience and the Blood - This expresses the design for which we have been chosen by the Father, and sanctified by the Spirit. It was that we might obey God, and lead holy lives. On the phrase “unto obedience,” see Rom.1:5. The phrase “unto sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ,” means to cleansing from sin, or to holiness, since it was by the sprinkling of that blood that they were to be made holy. See it also in Heb.9:18-23; 12:24. The Lord Jesus took His blood and sprinkled it at the throne of God upon that heavenly Mercy Seat once for all. It is the blood that washes away sin and cleanses the dirty sinner. Nothing about the shedding of Jesus’ blood is pretty but neither is our sin. 
5. The Trinity – The Bible is full in the teaching of a triune God. Three distinct persons in the Godhead but one God. In this verse we see the Father, the Spirit, and Jesus Christ. All three Persons are God but all One. 
· Let‘s not forget the last portion of the verse which says “Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.”  Thank God we have peace with God and can have the peace of God all because of His wonderful grace. Rom.5:1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: Phil.4:7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.Col.3:15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful.
Vs. 3 -Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
· Here Peter speaks a blessing and /or praises the God and Father of Jesus Christ Who has begotten or authored the believer to a second birth. This is called regeneration as found in Titus 3:5 It is by the mercy of God we are saved; meaning God does not give us what we deserve. Eph.2:4 If you are alive, then you were born once which was a physical birth, as explained by Jesus Christ in John 3:6.  The Bible says though in John 3:7 “…ye must be born again.”
· We now see the theme of the book displayed when the verse tells us that we have been begotten unto a lively hope. How? By the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. Since Jesus lives we have eternal life also. We are alive now physically but the verse is talking about the spiritual life we have in Christ. Peter emphasizes this great event as he did on the day of Pentecost when we read in Acts 2:23,24 We as believers will never die; but we are alive evermore just as Jesus is. That is the greatest hope anyone could possibly have. No matter what trials and sufferings were experienced by Peter and the believers in his day they had the sure hope of eternal life. We have that same hope today! What are you going through that could possibly sour that wonderful future that belongs to every believer. 
Vs. 4 - To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, 
· An incorruptible, undefiled, unfading, inheritance waiting for every believer in heaven! We have the hope of a glorious inheritance! What is an inheritance? It is an estate or possession passed along to the heir. Acts 20:32; Eph.1:11,14,18  By the resurrection of the Lord Jesus we now have the hope of that future inheritance in heaven. Col.1:12 Christians are regarded as the adopted children of God, and heaven is spoken of as their inheritance - as what their Father will bestow on them as the proof of his love.
· Incorruptible - It will not fade away and vanish, as that which we inherit in this world does. 1Cor.9:25. The meaning here is, that the inheritance will be imperishable, not rot, decay but will endure forever. In this world whatever we may be heirs, we will soon part with the inheritance; there it will be eternal.
· Undefiled – The word does not elsewhere occur in the New Testament. As applied to an inheritance, it means that it will be pure.Heb.7:26; 13:4; James 1:27  Also know this that the inheritance will not be gained by dishonesty nor held for us fraudulently. It will be pure!
· Fadeth not away – The idea here is that our inheritance will be there forever. It will endure!  See 1 Peter 5:4 Our inheritance will always be perfect and beautiful and never lose its brilliance! 
· Reserved in heaven - The idea is that it is an inheritance appointed for us, and kept by one who can make sure we receive it. It is Jesus Christ who will give us this inheritance. See Matt.25:34; John 14:2 Col.1:5 
Vs.5 - Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 
· What a comforting thought that God not only saved us but He keeps us saved. We are preserved to our salvation by God’s power not our own. Phil.1:6; 2Tim.1:12; 2Tim.4:18 Just imagine if you had to save yourself by your own righteousness and then keep yourself saved by your own righteousness. Did not even Adam fall and the angels of heaven?  It is the power of God Almighty that assures us of heaven. When our time comes to meet God you can be assured whether by death or the rapture; that if we are saved we will go to heaven. That is a promise from God. 
Vs.6 - Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations: 
· Here we see again that the Christian has hope. We can rejoice now in this time no matter the circumstances we find ourselves. Rom.5:1-2; Phil.3:1; 4:4; 1Thess.5:16; 1Peter 1:8. Many of us find ourselves going through trials and slogging it out to stay upright in a sin cursed world. This earthly existence does not lend itself to joy unspeakable on a daily basis. Life can and is difficult sometimes in a fallen imperfect world. Thankfully we can still rejoice and have hope in and through the many temptations that come at us. James 1:2,12 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 12 Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him. 
· Also be thankful it is but for a season or a time. It is not forever but it has an end. 2Cor.4:17,18  For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; 18  While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal. 
Vs.7 - That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: 
· So, why all the temptations; why does God allow them? The answer is they test, prove or try our faith. Our trust in God is a precious thing. God puts great value on our faith. To stretch, increase and strengthen our faith God allows some tough times and situations to come into our lives. He is trying to make us better Christians. He wants us to grow and trust Him more and more. I would say that if you continue to go through the same difficult trials over and over maybe you are not learning anything or at the least not trusting in the Lord. 
· When our Christianity and our trust in the Lord are put to the test it ultimately is to glorify Jesus Christ. Our goal should be to honour the Lord and bring Him glory at His return. 
Vs.8 - Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory: 
· In particular this verse is speaking to those strangers scattered abroad who had heard and even believed in Jesus but had never seen Him face to face. 
· Think for a minute about what the verse is saying. We have such great love for Someone we have never met. A movie called “Facing the Giants” had a scene where a woman who was barren was reflecting on how much love she had for a child she did not have at that time. We know Jesus but we have never seen Jesus. It is the knowing of His great love for us and what He has done that elicits this great love toward Him. 1 John 4:20
· Even not seeing we believe and do now rejoice. Don’t let this world and all of its troubles steal your joy in Jesus Christ. John 16:22 And ye now therefore have sorrow: but I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you. Know this that He is coming again and that is His promise to us. How it must rejoice the heart of God to see His children with joy in their hearts in the midst of all circumstances. We have joy because of a Saviour we have never met or seen, but love. 
Vs.9 - Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. 
· There is a sure end to our faith. We look into the future with great anticipation for that in which we believe. That is that Jesus Christ has secured for us eternal salvation. Our soul is secure! Someday what now is faith will be sight. In that very promise of eternal life by faith we rejoice and have hope in the most severe and trying times. 
Vs.10 - Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you: 
· The prophets that God used to pen the scriptures (and record their prophesies) also were searching diligently to understand all that was being foretold. This mystery of the gospel of grace hidden in the Old Testament prophesies but revealed in the New Testament scriptures is amazing. The prophets spoke of the grace of God that was to come to the Jew and ultimately to the world. This One to come was the Jewish Messiah prophesied by many writers of the Old Testament. They searched to understand, to know what it was they were writing and prophesying about. 
Vs.11 - Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow. 
· Here again Peter tells us that these prophets were searching for what exactly was to take place or happen, and when. Now they were moved by the Holy Ghost or Spirit of Christ but they knew not personally that it was the Spirit of Christ. What they did know was that they were inspired of God. It was God the Holy Spirit Who would reveal the what, Who, and when of which they were writing. 
· These prophets were writing of things that would happen in the future and in particular the sufferings of Christ or their future Messiah. See. Is.53:1-12 Also there would be a glory to follow all that suffering of which we know to be that glorious resurrection. Gen.3:15; Ps.16 
Vs.12 - Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into. 
· These wonderful truths were prophesied by these men for us. They searched and wanted to know more of what the Spirit of God was saying through them, but, the end of these revelations was for us today and in Peter’s time. They so much wanted to know of what you and I know even today and of course those even in the time of Jesus. Matt.13:17 Imagine those great prophets of old searched diligently but never were understanding of what we know today by reading in our Bibles. These amazing truths cause even the angels of heaven to desire to understand the glory of salvation through Jesus Christ the Messiah. 
Vs.13 - Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 
· What do we do with the knowledge that is revealed to us in our Bibles? We use these great truths to be serious minded and have the hope God wants us to have as we await His soon return. The Bible here is giving us an illustration using the idea of being prepared and ready for the return of Jesus Christ. We are to be sober, meaning serious minded. 1Tim.3:2 “A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach;”   We are to hope to the end for the soon return of Christ by being prepared.  When the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven in his glory; that is, when he comes to judge the world. 2Thess.1:7 “And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels,” The hour is late and now is the time to be ready for the Lord’s return. 
Vs.14 - As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance: 
· What kind of children does God want us to be? Yes, obedient children. Children who heed the Father’s word and do His will. How will we be obedient but by being doers of the word of God. Our lives should be conducted in such a way as becomes the children of God our Father. 
· How are we act and live? The verse tells us by not being like what we used to be. To fashion means to form or adapt ourselves to a certain way of life; and that is not to be the way we used to live as unsaved sinners. In Rom.12:2 “And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”  
· We would all do well to take a serious pointed look at our lives and see if we have slipped back into old ways or have allowed some things in our lives that simply should not be there. 
Vs.15 - But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; 
· Our Lord has called us meaning He has appointed and summoned us to be holy. Why? God is holy! We are not to continue in a lifestyle that dishonours God. Remember this all points back to verse 13 in that Jesus is coming back, and we are to be prepared. 
· Our conversation as the verse says is speaking of our behavior and lifestyle. What is your manner of living? Would people say you live a holy life? I am not saying we are saints (though we are). But, that our lives are different than the world around us, and the different from what they used to be. People can see we are more like Jesus as representatives of His glorious gospel. Phil.1:27 Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;  If God is holy than as His followers we ought to live holy lives. 
Vs.16 - Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. 
· Peter refers us back under inspiration to the Old Testament precept found in Lev.11:44 For I am the LORD your God: ye shall therefore sanctify yourselves, and ye shall be holy; for I am holy: neither shall ye defile yourselves with any manner of creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. This verse references the dietary laws of the Jew but for us today it is seen in its design for us as Christians to be different in all areas of our lives. 
· It is a great truth, that people everywhere will imitate the God whom they worship. They will form their character in accordance with his. They will regard what he does as right. They will attempt to rise no higher in virtue than the God whom they adore. So, by knowing what are the characteristics of the gods which are worshipped by any people; we can form a correct estimate of the character of the people themselves. So God who is the object of the Christian’s worship is perfectly holy, the character of His worshipers should also be holy. 
Vs.17 - And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth according to every man's work, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear: 
· As God’s people it should be very natural to call on the Father, our Father. Jesus said Matt.6:9 “After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.” See also… Gen.4:26; 1Kings 18:24; Psalm 116:17; 2Kings 5:11; Rom.10:13
· What a great comforting truth which is that God our Father is impartial. We all are seen as equal in God’s eyes. Rom. 2:11 “For there is no respect of persons with God.” 
· Also God is a righteous Judge. God judges each person according to their own works. This is not about salvation but Christian service and life. The Bible says in 2Cor. 5:10 “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.”
· So what do we do with this knowledge? We ought to live a life that honours and lifts up Christ. How should we do that? With godly fear. We need to spend our time here as Christians with a reverence and respect for that God we serve. Prov. 1:7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction. Phil.2:12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. Heb.12:28 Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: 
Vs.18 - Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; 
· If there is one thing a Christian should know or must know it is that they are redeemed. God paid a high price for our salvation. To be redeemed means to be ransomed; delivered from bondage, from the possession of another. Titus 2:14 “Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works”. Jesus Christ redeemed us with His own blood. He gave His life. His sinless life was incorruptible. Silver and gold no matter how much or often you try to get the dross out by heating it at some point they will corrupt. Our redemption was paid with Lamb of God!
· What were we bought from? A vain existence at best. We went ahead in our own strength trying to do all we could to please God and win His affections. He already loves us. What vanity to work for something that is already bought and paid for and then offered freely to all who will receive it by faith. The apostle refers to their former worship of idols, and to all the abominations connected with that service, as being vain and unprofitable; as the worship of nothing real. Received by tradition from your fathers - The mode of worship which had been handed down from father to son. The worship of idols.
Vs.19 - But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: 
· So what were we redeemed with? The precious blood of Jesus Christ. Peter calls it precious which means the blood is of great price; costly. It is of great value or worth.
· That is, of Christ regarded as a lamb offered for sacrifice. See John 1:29 “The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. A “lamb,” among the Jews, was killed and eaten at the Passover to commemorate their deliverance from Egypt, Ex.12:3-11 A lamb was offered in the tabernacle, and afterward in the temple, every morning and evening, as a part of the daily worship, Ex.29:38-39 The Messiah was predicted as a lamb led to the slaughter, to show his patience in his sufferings, and readiness to die for man, Is.53:7 “He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.” A lamb without a mark, defect, or injury. A perfect Lamb was Jesus. Also there was no spot meaning no stain of impurity, fault or disgrace of any kind. Jesus!
Vs.20 - Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you, 
· Jesus Christ was foreordained or predetermined to occupy the position as the Lamb of God. God knew every possible situation and saw down through the ages that it would be the Word robed in flesh Who would die for the sins of mankind. 
· Before the foundation of the world - Imagine before creation, God chose this way to redeem man. That is, from eternity. It was before man was formed; before the earth was made; before any of the material universe was brought into being; before the angels were created. Matt.25:34; John 17:24; Eph.1:4 
· We now have this wonderful plan revealed or manifested for us. We now with our finite minds can try to comprehend the fullness of God’s plan. He did it for us. The Bible says in the verse that God manifested this great plan to us so we could know. 
Vs.21 - Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God. 
· There is our theme faith and hope. Friend our faith is in God, and God alone. There is just nothing else that will do. Only God Almighty could raise the dead even Jesus Who died was buried and rose again. How? See references in just the book of Acts 2:24; 3:15,26; 4:10; 5:30; 13:30
· God also gave glory and honour to His Son as He sits in majesty at the right hand of the Father. Phil.2:9; Eph.1:20-21. Jesus Christ is alive and able to save to the uttermost all who come to Him. We have a sure hope in our God and Saviour Jesus Christ.
Vs.22 - Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently: 
· Our obedience to the word of God has cleansed us. It is a great cleanser the word of God. The Bible told us that we must obey the gospel and when we did and trusted Christ we were cleansed by the blood. It was the Bible that told us that. It was the truth of God’s word that can cleanse a soul. It all happened to us by the ministry of the Holy Spirit and the power of God. We also experience the genuine love that came from our believing. The love we have for people who also have believed. Makes no difference where they live, or the colour of their skin, of their cultural background. We love one another. We love one another with a great and earnest desire; which springs from the pure cleansed heart. 
Vs.23 - Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. 
· So here we are back to the word of God. We have been born again by God using His precious word. James 1:18 “Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of first-fruits of his creatures.” There is not one soul that is born again that did not here the gospel of God from this Holy Bible. Rom. 10:17 “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”
· When I consider the souls that God has brought into my life that I have been able to share the gospel with; I have to conclude that everyone that got saved, got saved by hearing the word of God. This is the incorruptible seed. Friend I will go out on a limb here but I believe it is a strong bough connected to the main stump. What am I saying? I am saying you can water down the word of God so much that there are new Bibles today that are so corrupt I doubt if they have the power of God on them at all. If I can’t preach the word of God (which is the incorruptible seed) then what am I preaching. How far can you water these versions down before you wind up with a corrupted word, seed, and gospel? I don’t care to find out so I am a King James Bible believer, because it for over 400 years has borne the fruit of souls won, Christian’s edification and revivals. I’m riding the KJV train all the way home, no changing cars now!
Vs.24 - For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away
· There is nothing in man’s flesh of any value that he can offer to God. Just like the grass outside my windows its green till it turns brown in the winter. It’s alive and growing then it’s brown and dead. Whatever glory we have is here and gone. It is but for a moment. So says                                    Psalm 103:15,16  As for man, his days are as grass: as a flower of the field, so he flourisheth. 16 For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone; and the place thereof shall know it no more. 
Vs.25 - But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you.  
· Isaiah 40:8 The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever. We can play our music and try our different methods to see people saved but only the word we preach has the power to save. The Bible endures forever. Everything in our services must point to, and prepare our hearts for the preaching of God’s word. 
